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conviction that what they had heard must be true;
namely, that during the World War the British army
had been practically wiped out. They reasoned that the
marines were all that was left of the British military or
naval personnel; that the British were giving the local
population one last look. The use of military and naval
forces many hundreds of miles away from the theatre
of disturbances, the levelling of " Christian>J guns on
Stamboul and in the direction of the Sultan's palace on
the Bosporus, and the deportation of Turkish notables
became keen weapons to the Kemalist cause. Thereafter,
even those Turks who had made at least a show of sup-
porting the effete government at Constantinople placed
their further hopes on the struggling patriots in the
Turkish homeland. "If the Greek landing at Smyrna
created the Turkish national movement,57 wrote Pro-
fessor Toynbee, "the British support of the Sultan at
Constantinople made its fortune.")

/The Sheikh-ul-Islam and the Grand Vizier publicly
denounced the nationalists as "rebels." On April 23,
the Nationalist Assembly, meeting at Angora, formed
their temporary constitution known as the Law of Funda-
mental Organization, in which they declared that their
government was the sole government of Turkey. The
Greek advance into the interior of Asia Minor began in
the month of June, 1920, with the entrance by the Greek
army into the ancient Turkish city of Brusa. This ad-
vance was made with the permission of the Allies and
was the beginning of prolonged conflict between the
Turks and the Greeks which was to result, for the mo-
ment, in the successful advance of the Greeks into Turk-
ish territory. This advance, however, was not to be a
continuous one, for the Nationalist army, which in May,
1919, had numbered about 20,000, was being organized
by Fevzi Bey and others into a successful fighting force)

I The Nationalist Government in the year 1920 already